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February 20, 2015 

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The Web Science Conference organized by the Association for Computing and 
Machinery is an annual event that seeks papers that demonstrate the development, 
scope, and relevance of the emerging field of Web Science. Web Science is concerned 
with the full scope of socio-technical relationships that are engaged in the World Wide 
Web, and is thus inherently interdisciplinary. It is based on the notion that 
understanding the Web involves not only an analysis of its architecture and 
applications, but also insight into the people, organizations, policies, and economics that 
are affected by and subsumed within it. As such the Web Science Conference integrates 
computer and information sciences, sociology, economics, political science, law, 
management, language and communication, geography and psychology. 

The conference is an annual event open to scientists from all over the world to submit 
original research work that significantly advances the state-of-the-art. Each submission 
receives the highest level of scrutiny from at least three of the top experts in the field. 
We usually receive a few hundred submissions and accept a few dozen for publication 
in the proceedings and for an oral presentation during the conference, which makes the 
selection process extremely competitive. 

I served as the Program Chair for the Web Science Conference in 2012. Among the 
accepted submissions, each year we honor the top three papers with an excellence 
award. Awardees are determined based purely on the excellence, merit and scientific 
application of their research. Also, outstanding nature of the research is considered to 
determine the awardee. In 2012, Dr. Abrahao was an author of a paper that received the 
“Best Extended Abstract Award” for his work “From Power to Status in Online 
Exchange,” which is a distinction recognized internationally. His research demonstrates 
excellence in our field of study, especially in making the bridge between two different 
fields of science, namely Computer Science and Sociology. Using "big data," his work 
extracts striking patterns that reveal behavior in the large scale. His proposed technique 
allows social scientists to answers questions in a way that was not possible before. 
Accordingly, his work presents a large scale test of a social-psychological theory from 
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the 1960s, a research question that has been open for 50 years, a fact that attests to the 
impact of his research. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael Macy 


